As you may or may not know, we have a sister parish in Palestine, St. Mary’s in Aboud, on the West Bank. We have been in communication with their pastor and leadership and decided to write our U.S. Senators and Representatives about their situation. I have already sent a letter to the three different representatives/senators named below, and I invite you to craft your own letter and send via U.S. Mail.

Below is a template with addresses and important talking points for you to include. Feel free to add your own personal thoughts. We suggest you send a separate copy to each of the senators/representatives.

God bless, Fr. Andy


______   ____, 2026

To:  
Senator Chris Van Hollen
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
 
Senator Angela Alsobrooks
SD-B40E Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
 
Representative Sarah K. Elfreth
1213 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
 
From: 
_____________
Parishioner of Church of the Resurrection
3175 Paulskirk Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21042

OR 

Parishioner of St. Paul Catholic Church
3755 St. Paul Street Ellicott City, Maryland 21043
 
Dear ____________,

I am writing on behalf of a group of Catholics who live in Palestine. Our parish is in a “sister parish” relationship with their parish, St. Mary’s, located in Aboud, on the West Bank. After a recent ZOOM meeting with some parishioners and their pastor, I decided to write this letter to alert you to some of the challenges they are presently facing.

The community of Aboud, about 2,500 people, is experiencing a lot of difficulties in simply continuing to live in a place where their families have lived for generations.

They mentioned there had been challenges before October 7, 2023, when Hamas carried out their attack on Israeli settlements, but since that time things have gotten much worse. The situation they describe really has them questioning whether they can continue to live in their town if the current conditions continue.
  
These conditions include: 
1. Being unable, some days, even to leave their town to go to work at all.
2. Being unable to work in their olive groves, which they own. This situation will become particularly important during the month of October because this is when they normally harvest the olives and produce olive oil to sell.
3. And that on other days even if they can get out of their town to work, that they can be held up for hours and hours and sometimes not return to their homes until the middle of the night after a day of work.

They said that they were, honestly, afraid they would not be able to stay in their town if these conditions continue and they asked for us to advocate on their behalf. So, this is what I am doing.
 
Thank you for your time and attention, and I will be praying about this situation.

Sincerely,

______________

