[Date]
[Senator/Secretary/Representative]
[Their DC address]

Dear Senator/Secretary/Representative

I am writing in regard to the continued violence directed toward areas of the West Bank by Israeli settlers and members of the Israeli Defense Force (IDF). I am a member of the Church of the Resurrection in Ellicott City, MD, and for the past twenty years, our parish has had a sister parish relationship with St. Mary’s in the town of Aboud in the West Bank.

As you are aware, human rights violations have increased in towns throughout the West Bank. The people of Aboud, members of St. Mary’s Mother of Sorrows church, and school families have been victims of attacks by settlers as well as the Israeli Defense Forces. In early December, IDF soldiers entered the monastery of the parish of the Virgin Mary, Mother of Sorrows, and took two young men. The men were later released, but the fear that action has created is profound. Furthermore, the IDF has been entering homes and Israeli settlers are seizing large amounts of the Palestinian people's land. This has caused great suffering for the people of Aboud who are already experiencing a dire situation caused by the difficulties of not being able to reach Ramallah, where many work or attend university. The check points have been going on for many years, but even more roads are closed now, impacting not only work, but medical emergencies. 

The town of Aboud is made up of Christians and Muslims, who have lived in peaceful coexistence for centuries. St. Mary’s school has both Muslim and Christian children enrolled. This administration has indicated that it is concerned with religious liberty, but that is not evident with their support of the actions of the Israeli government. The number of Christians living in the land of Christ’s birth is now less than one percent. Many more fear they will have to leave the Holy Land due to the violence against them.

As a Christian and a tax paying US citizen, I am asking you to continue urging this administration to use their powerful influence with the Israeli government to bring an end to the violence on the part of settlers and the IDF in the West Bank.

Sincerely,



[Your name]
[Your address]
[Your email]


